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(54) Blood-processing machine 

(57) A multiprotocol blood-processing machine and 
disposable units for use therewith. The disposable units 
generally comprise a centrifuge bowl for separating 
whole blood into blood constituents, an inlet tube for 
conveying blood into the bowl, an outlet tube for con- 
veying the blood constituents away from the bowl, and 
a manifold for placing the inlet tube and the outlet tube 
in fluid communication with a tube from a donor. The 
manifold has a machine-readable bar-code label for 
identifying to the blood processing machine which type 



of disposable unit is being coupled to it. The machine 
itself comprises a central processing unit that controls 
overall operation, a first computer memory containing 
safety-monitoring instructions that cause the central 
processing unit to monitor various state parameters in 
order to ensure donor safety, and a second computer 
memory containing instructions that define at least one 
apheresis or blood-processing protocol. In some imple- 
mentations, the second computer memory is removable 
from and insertable into the blood processing machine 
by an operator. 
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